
 

PRESS RELEASE 

25th August 2009 

BGS plans to consolidate its borehole rock samples 
 
The British Geological Survey (BGS) is hoping to consolidate all of its 
onshore and offshore cores at one site. It will provide a first-class 
National Geoscience Data Centre (NDGC) that will be located at the 
geological survey headquarters in Keyworth, Nottingham. 
 
BGS is planning to relocate samples that are presently housed in Gilmerton, 
Edinburgh, in a modern purpose-built facility. Customers of the core store will 
have significantly improved sampling and study access. In addition, visitors will 
have the possibility of accessing other laboratory and archive facilities. 
 
The Gilmerton staff members will move to the BGS offices at Murchison House, 
Edinburgh. Here the team will benefit from closer links with the Marine and 
Petroleum team.  

The BGS core stores provide a unique collection of data to assist research and 
exploration on the UK Continental Shelf (UKCS). Oil and Gas companies working 
on the UKCS are required by the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(DECC) to deposit representative samples of core and cuttings at the NGDC.  

Borehole material will be available for viewing and sampling at the new 
consolidated NGDC. 

 

*Ends* 



 

For further details or to arrange media interviews please contact: 

Aoife O’Mongain 

BGS Press Office, Edinburgh 

email: aom@bgs.ac.uk Tel. + 44 (0)131 650 0230 

Notes for Editors 

The British Geological Survey 

The British Geological Survey (BGS), a component body of the Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC), is the nation's principal supplier of 
objective, impartial and up-to-date geological expertise and information for 
decision making for governmental, commercial and individual users. The BGS 
maintains and develops the nation's understanding of its geology to improve 
policy making, enhance national wealth and reduce risk. It also collaborates with 
the national and international scientific community in carrying out research in 
strategic areas, including energy and natural resources, our vulnerability to 
environmental change and hazards, and our general knowledge of the Earth 
system. More about the BGS can be found at www.bgs.ac.uk. 


