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11too often, it seems, parts of
Britain are gripped by drought,
with an accompanying barrage
of publicity, images of dried up rivers
and exhortations to save water. If we
look beyond the dramatic headlines
there are several interesting scientific
questions to be answered, with implications for everyone. Are droughts
becoming more frequent, and if so
why? What effect does drought have on
water resources and the environment?
How can we manage the impacts of
drought?

The BGS plays a key role in answering
these questions through its work on the
monitoring of groundwater levels.
Thousands of boreholes and wells are
monitored by the regulators, the Environment Agency, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of the Environment (Northern
Ireland). The BGS uses the measurements for a small set of wells chosen to
be representative of the most important
aquifers for public supply. These wells
are mostly located in parts of the
aquifer where natural responses to
rainfall are the main influence on water
level, where there is not much
pumping.
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"...the current 1997 drought
is one of the most severe
on record ..."
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