HYDROCARBONS & ENERGY

Biostratigraphy for non-biostratigraphers
Intended audience

Geoscientists, postgraduate students, managers and others who use biostratigraphical data
and who need to know more about the subject.

Course duration
2 days

Delivery mode:

Course objectives

Tutorial-style teaching oneto-one or in small groups;
directed reading; practical
exercises

Attending the course will provide an understanding of:
▪▪ The principles of biostratigraphy.
▪▪ The use of biostratigraphical data to solve geological problems.
▪▪ What biostratigraphical tools are available for different geological periods.
▪▪ How biostratigraphy can be integrated with other geoscience disciplines.
▪▪ The use of quantitative techniques to improve timescale resolution.

Course fee
Fee variable dependent
upon required tuition

Course description

The aim of the course is to introduce biostratigraphy to a non-specialist audience. Topics
covered will include:
▪▪ Introduction to biostratigraphy — what it is?
▪▪ Biostratigraphical zones — how they are defined and recognised in stratigraphic sections.
▪▪ What fossils are used in biostratigraphy and what makes a good zonal fossil.
▪▪ The strengths and weaknesses of biostratigraphy.
▪▪ Integration of biostratigraphy with other stratigraphic methods (e.g. sequence stratigraphy,
stable isotope stratigraphy) to add value to projects.
▪▪ Quantitative methods and the prospects for improving biostratigraphical resolution
▪▪ Information other than dating and correlation of rock successions that can be gleaned from
biostratigraphy.

Date(s)
As required

Location
The course is available
at BGS’s Nottingham
(Keyworth) or Edinburgh
training centres, or at
customer premises
worldwide, by arrangement
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Foraminifera: Ammonia beccarii, North Sea,
Quaternary.

Dinoflagellate cyst Oligosphaeridium abaculum, North
Sea, Lower Cretaceous.
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