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The main topic of this issue of Earthwise is the role of the British
Geological Survey in providing an important part of the scientific base
required for hydrocarbon exploration and development.

The track record of the BGS in hydrocarbons research is demonstrated by
its many commissions from Governments and industry alike. Initially the
work was mainly concerned with the needs of the UK. This is still largely
the case although the amount of overseas work is expanding to areas as
diverse as Hong Kong, California, the Falkland Islands and Indonesia.

As Britain’s principal geoscience organisation, the BGS has been
especially involved with research on the petroleum resources of the UK. A
major boost to its activities came with the discovery of oil and gas in the
North Sea in the nineteen sixties. In a very short time the capabilities of the
BGS in a wide range of hydrocarbons-related science were vastly expanded
and new expertise was gained through close collaboration with industry
and academia. The initial momentum has not been lost and today BGS
geoscientists are at the forefront of a number of national and international
quests aimed at improving knowledge of the world’s hydrocarbon
resources through the application of sound scientific principles, state-of-
the-art technology and new, innovative ideas.

The expansion of offshore surveys programmes resulted in a need to bring
together offshore and onshore databases across the largely unknown coastal
zone. This led to the formation of a specialist coastal-geology group which
is developing new databases to underpin contemporary studies of the
coastal zone including erosion, resource assessment and beach recharge.
Currently, these are all matters of concern to the UK Government,
Government organisations and others. In order to provide comprehensive
advice it is necessary to understand the geology of these coastal areas and
the dynamic processes at play. This is the concern of a major scientific
initiative entitled "Land-Ocean Interaction Study’ (LOIS), a description of
which is included in this issue.

The BGS is well placed to support the hydrocarbons sector which
contributes so significantly to the Gross Domestic Product in the UK and
elsewhere. It is also equipped to address a range of environmental issues,
from the impact of sea-level change and geological hazards to pollution
and erosion. Wealth creation, sustainable development and protection of
the environment are key issues for Britain; the BGS is making a major
contribution to all three areas whilst, at the same time, meeting the needs of
the public and private sectors.

SOV

Director, BGS

Unless otherwise stated, all
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collections.
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